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ijightg'fifth  Consrtss  of  tht  Ignited  States  of  america 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION 

Begun  and  hdd  at  the  City  of  Washington  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight 


Joint  Ktsolution 

ProTiding  for  a  joint  session  of  Congress  for  commemorating  the  ono  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Whereas  Thursday,  February  12, 1959,  will  mark  the  one  hnndred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  sixteenth 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and 
Whereas  Mr.  Lincoln  is  our  best  example  of  that  personal  fulfillment 

which  American  institutions  permit  and  encourage;  and 
Whereas  his  memory  endures  in  the  hearts  and  minds  and  strivings  of 

his  own  [jeople  in  every  generation:  and 
Whereas  his  actions,  words,  and  deeds  and  their  meaning  bring  hope, 
fortitude,  and  renewed  conviction  to  the  freedom  loving  people  who 
are  in  mental  and  physical  agony  all  over  the  world;  and 
Whereas  he  declared  :  "I  wish  all  men  to  be  free.";  and 
Whereas  a  century  ago  he  said:  "Our  reliance  is  in  the  love  of  liberty 
which  God  has  planted  in  our  bosoms.     Our  defense  is  in  the 
preservation  of  the  spirit  which  prizes  liberty  as  the  heritage  of  all 
men,  in  all  lands, everywhere.":  and 
Whereas  he  wrote :  "As  I  would  not  be  a  slave,  so  I  would  not  be  a 
master.     This  expresses  my  idea  of  democracy.     Whatever  differs 
from  this,  to  the  extent  of  the  differences,  is  no  democracy.":  and 
Whereas  he  once  admonished  us:  ''The  dogmas  of  the  quiet  past  are 
inadequate  to  the  stormy  present.     The  occasion  is  piled  high  with 
difficulty,  and  we  nuist  rise  with  the  occasion.     As  our  case  is  new, 
so  we  must  think  anew,  and  act  anew.";  and 
Whereas  he  calls  upon  us :  "I^t  every  American,  every  lover  of  liberty, 
every  well  wisher  to  his  posterity,  swear  by  the  blood  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, never  to  violate  in  the  least  particular,  the  laws  of  the  country; 
and  never  to  tolerate  their  violation  by  others.     As  the  patriots  of 
seventy-six  did  to  the  support  of  the  Declaration  of  Indei>endence, 
so  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  let  every  American 
pledge  his  life,  his  property,  and  his  sacred  honor:  let  every  man 
remember  that  to  violate  the  law,  is  to  trample  on  the  blood  of  his 
father,  and  to  tear  the  charter  of  his  own  and  his  children's  liberty. 
Let  reverence  for  the  laws,  be  breathed  by  every  American  mother, 
to  the  lisping  babe,  that  prattles  on  her  lap:  let  it  be  taught  in 
schools,  in  seminaries,  and  in  colleges:  let  it  be  written  in  primers, 
spelling  books,  and  in  almanacs:  let  it  be  preached  from  the  pulpit, 
proclaimed  in  legislative  halls,  and  enforced  in  courts  of  justice. 
And,  in  short,  let  it  become  the  political  religion  of  the  Nation:  and 
let  the  old  and  the  young,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  grave  and  the 
gay,  of  all  sexes  and  tongues,  and  colors  and  conditions,  sacrifice 
unceasingly  ujwn  its  altars.":  and 
Whereas  "it  is  for  us  the  living  ...  to  be  dedicated  here"  to  the 
principles  of  those  who,  like  Mr.  Lincoln,  "gave  the  last  full  measure 
of  devotion'*:  and 
Whereas  he  was  himself  once  a  member  of  this  honorable  body:  and 
Whereas  on  Monday,  February  12,  18('>(>,  in  the  presence  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  members  of  his  Cabinet,  the  Chief 
Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  diplo- 
matic cor[)s,  officei-s  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  assistant  heads  of 
departments,  the  governors  of  States  and  Territories,  and  others 
in  authority,  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  convened  in  joint  session 
to  hear  "an  address  upon  the  life  and  character  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
late  President  of  the  United  States."  pronounced  by  an  eminent 
historian,  the  Honorable  George  Bancroft :  Now.  therefore,  be  it 
Resoh'fi/l  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representdtires  of  the  United 
'^tate.'i  of  America  in  Confjfre-'<.s  a-'^f^e nibbed.  That  on  Thursday,  Febru- 
ary 12  next,  the  sesquicentennial  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
shall  be  commemorated  by  a  joint  session  of  the  Congress,  and  to  that 


H.  J.  Res.  G48— 2 


end  the  Pres'ulent  of  the  Senate  will  apiwint  four  Members  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  will  appoint  four  Members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  jointly  to  oonstitute  a  Committee  on 
Arranjjenients. 

The  Committee  on  Arrangements  shall  plan  the  proceedings,  issue 
appropriate  invitations  and  select  a  distingfiiished  Lincoln  scnolar  to 
deliver  the  memorial  addre>s:  and  be  it  further 

RefiolveJ.  That  the  President  of  the  I'nited  States,  tlie  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Secretaries  of  departments,  heads  of  inde- 
pendent agencies,  offices  and  connnissions,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Asso- 
ciate Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  diplomatic  corps,  assistant 
heads  of  departments,  and  the  members  of  the  Lincoln  Sesquicenten- 
nial  Commission  be  invited  to  join  in  this  commemoration. 


Vice  President  of  tne  United 

President  of 


APPROVED 

AUG  2  T 1958 


The  Program  for  the  Joint  Session 


Prelude — United  States  Army  Band  Orchestra, 

Major  Hugh  J.  Curry,  Leader. 

Presiding  Officer — The  Speaker,  Honorable  Sam  Rayburn. 


Invocation — Rev.  Bernard  Braskamp,  D.D., 

The  Chaplain  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Distinguished  guests  presented. 


Songs— The  Idlers,  Choral  Group  of  Cadets, 

United  States  Coast  Guard  Academy. 

Reading  of  The  Gettysburg  Address — Fredric  March. 


Address — Carl  Sandburg. 


Benediction — Rev.  Frederick  Brown  Harris,  D.D., 

The  Chaplain  of  the  Senate. 


The  guests  in  the  galleries  will  remain  in  their  seats  until  the 
distinguished  guests  have  retired. 
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Order  of  Arrangements  and  Program 


ADMISSION 

The  House  Wing  of  the  Capitol  will  remain  closed  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  day  of  February  1959  until  9  o'clock  a.m., 
to  all  persons  except  Members,  officers,  and  employees  of  the 
Congress. 

At  9  o'clock  a.m.  the  House  Wing  of  the  Capitol  will  be 
open  to  those  to  whom  invitations  have  been  extended  under 
the  concurrent  resolution  of  Congress  and  to  those  who  hold 
tickets  of  admission  issued  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Arrangements. 

The  United  States  Army  Band  Orchestra,  under  the  direction 
of  Major  Hugh  J.  Curry,  will  be  in  attendance  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
in  the  Speaker's  Lobby. 

TIME  OF  CONVENING 

The  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  will  convene  in 
their  respective  chambers  not  later  than  10:30  o'clock  a.m.  on 
Thursday,  February  12,  1959. 

RECEPTION  ROOMS 

The  distinguished  guests  and  members  of  the  President's  Cabi- 
net will  meet  in  the  office  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
will  meet  at  10:30  o'clock  in  room  P5,  in  the  House  side  of  the 
Capitol. 

The  Ambassadors,  Ministers,  and  Charges  d' Affaires  will  meet 
at  10:30  o'clock  in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  rooms, 
numbered  Gi,  G2,  and  G3,  on  the  gallery  floor  of  the  Capitol. 

Assistant  heads  of  departments,  heads  of  independent  agencies, 
boards  and  commissions;  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Commission, 
honorary  and  advisory  members,  director  and  assistant  director; 
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Civil  War  Centennial  Commission,  director  and  assistant  director 
will  meet  at  10:30  o'clock  a.m.  in  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions room,  number  P3,  on  the  principal  floor  of  the  Capitol. 

The  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staflf,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
Army,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Air  Force, 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Coast 
Guard,  Generals  of  the  Army,  and  Fleet  Admirals  will  meet  at 
10:30  o'clock  a.m.  in  the  Speaker's  room,  P20,  in  the  Capitol. 

SEATING 

The  guests  of  the  Congress  who  have  admission  cards  for  the 
galleries  are  requested  to  occupy  their  seats  before  10:45  o'clock 
a.m. 

Representatives  In  Congress  will  occupy  the  seats  on  the  east 
and  west  side  of  the  main  aisle  in  the  rear  of  the  Members  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  officials  and  guests  of  honor  will  be  announced 
by  the  Doorkeeper  and  escorted  to  the  seats  assigned  to  them,  in 
the  following  order: 

The  Senators  will  occupy  seats  In  front  of  the  Representatives 
on  the  cast  and  west  side  of  the  main  aisle. 

The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
will  occupy  seats  on  the  left  of  the  rostrum. 

The  Ambassadors,  Ministers,  and  Charges  d'Afifaires  of  foreign 
governments  will  occupy  seats  assigned  them  on  the  floor. 

Members  of  the  President's  Cabinet  will  occupy  seats  in  front 
of  and  on  the  right  of  the  rostrum. 

The  assistant  heads  of  departments;  heads  of  independent 
agencies,  offices,  and  commissions ;  Lincoln  Sesquicentennlal 
Commission,  honorary  and  advisory  members.  Director  and 
Assistant  Director;  and  Civil  War  Centennial  Commission  Direc- 
tor and  Assistant  Director  will  occupy  seats  assigned  them  on 
the  floor. 

The  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Chief  of  Staff"  of  the 
Army,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Air  Force, 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Coast 
Guard,  Generals  of  the  Army,  and  Fleet  Admirals  will  occupy 
seats  assigned  them  on  the  floor. 
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The  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  will  occupy 
seats  provided  for  them  on  the  floor. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  will  occupy  a  seat  to 
the  left  of  the  Speaker. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  will  preside  and  will  occupy  a  seat 
to  the  right  of  the  Vice  President. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  will 
occupy  seats  assigned  them  on  the  floor. 

RETIREMENT 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will  then  declare 
the  joint  session  dissolved.  The  assemblage  will  kindly  remain 
seated  until  the  distinguished  guests  have  retired. 

The  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Arrangements  will 
escort  the  distinguished  guests  and  the  members  of  the  President's 
Cabinet  from  the  Hall  of  the  House. 

The  Doorkeeper  will  escort  the  invited  guests  from  the  Hall 
of  the  House  in  the  following  order: 

The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  Ambassadors  and  the  Ministers  of  foreign  governments. 

The  assistant  heads  of  departments;  heads  of  independent 
agencies.  oflRces,  and  commissions;  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial 
Commission,  honorary  and  advisory  members,  Director  and 
Assistant  Director;  and  Civil  War  Centennial  Commission,  Direc- 
tor and  Assistant  Director. 

The  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff",  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
Army,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Air  Force, 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Coast 
Guard,  Generals  of  the  Army,  and  Fleet  Admirals. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  the  guests,  the  Senate  will  return  to 
its  Chamber. 

The  House  of  Representatives  will  resume  its  regular  session. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  program  the  guests  in  the  galleries  are 
requested  to  retain  their  seats  until  the  distinguished  guests  have 
retired. 
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LINCOLN  SESQUICENTENNIAL  EXHIBITION 
AT  THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

The  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial 
Commission  invite  Members  of  Congress  to  attend  the  opening 
of  the  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Exhibition  in  the  Great  Hall  of 
the  Library  on  February  12  at  12: 15  p.m.  The  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will 
participate  in  the  opening  ceremony,  which  will  immediately 
follow  the  Joint  Session  of  Congress  commemorating  the  150th 
anniversary  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  birth. 
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The  Grandeur  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

as  Revealed  in  the  Following 
Selected  Passages  from  the  Writings  of  Eminent  Men 


Lincoln  took  to  heart  the  eternal  truths  of  liberty,  obeyed  them 
as  the  commands  of  Providence,  and  accepted  the  human  race 
as  the  judge  of  his  fidelity. 

George  Bancroft.      1866 

^   -^   ^   ^   ^ 

Four  years  ago,  oh,  Illinois,  we  took  from  your  midst  an  untried 

man,  and  from  among  the  people.     We  return  to  you  a  mighty 

conquerer.     Not  thine  any  more,  but  the  Nation's;  not  ours  but 

the  world's.    Give  him  place,  oh,  ye  prairies!     In  the  midst  of  this 

great  continent  his  dust  shall  rest,  a  sacred  treasure  to  myriads 

who  shall  pilgrim  to  that  shrine  to  kindle  anew  their  zeal  and 

patriotism.     Ye  winds  that  move  over  the  mighty  places  of  the 

West,  chant  his  requiem.     Ye  people,  behold  a  martyr  whose 

blood,  as  so  many  articulate  words,  pleads  for  fidelity,  for  law, 

for  liberty. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher.     i86§ 

^   ^   i^   ^   -^^ 

We  may  wisely  commit  to  other  ages,  and  perhaps  to  other 

lands,    the    full    discussion    and    final    decision    of    the    relative 

claims  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  to  the  first  place  in  the  list  of 

American  statesmen. 

George  S.  Boutwell.     i8g^ 

-k    ^    ^    ^    i^ 

He  fed  us  faithfully  and  truly.  He  fed  us  with  counsel  when 
we  were  in  doubt,  with  inspiration  when  we  sometimes  faltered, 
with  caution  when  we  would  be  rash,  with  calm,  clear,  trustful 
cheerfulness  through  many  an  hour  when  our  hearts  were  dark. 
He  fed  hungry  souls  all  over  the  country  with  sympathy  and 
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consolation.  He  spread  before  the  whole  land  feasts  of  great 
duty  and  devotion  and  patriotism  on  which  the  land  grew  strong. 
He  fed  us  with  solemn,  solid  truths.  He  taught  us  the  sacredness 
of  government,  the  wickedness  of  treason.  He  made  our  souls 
glad  and  vigorous  with  the  love  of  liberty  that  was  in  his. 

Phillips  Brooks.     i86^ 

^   ^   ^  ^   ^ 

His  Gettysburg  speech  is  not  surpassed,  if  equaled,  in  beauty, 
simplicity,  force,  and  appropriateness  by  any  speech  of  the  same 
length  of  any  language.  It  is  the  world's  model  in  eloquence, 
elegance,  and  condensation. 

William  Jennings  Bryan.      iQog 

^    -it    ^    i^    -i^ 

Pure  was  thy  life;  its  bloody  close 

Has  placed  thee  with  the  sons  of  light, 
Among  the  noblest  host  of  those 

Who  perished  in  the  cause  of  Right. 

William  Cull  en  Bryant.     i86§ 

^   ^  ^  ^   ^ 

It  is  the  supreme  felicity  of  the  American  people,  in  the  short 
period  of  their  existence  as  a  nation,  to  have  furnished  to  the 
world  the  two  greatest  benefactors,  not  of  their  time  only,  but  of 
all  modern  history.  Washington  created  the  Nation  and  is  known 
the  world  over  as  the  Father  of  his  Country.  Lincoln  came  to 
be  its  saviour  and  redeemer — to  save  it  from  self-destruction,  and 
to  redeem  it  from  the  cancer  of  slavery  which  had  been  gnawing 
upon  its  vitals  from  the  beginning. 

Joseph  Hodges  Choate.     igog 

-^   ^   -^   -^   -it 

I  am  delighted  with  the  book  you  sent  me  as  a  Christmas 
gift — Lincoln  in  the  Telegraph  Office — and  I  thank  you  for  it 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  I  have  already  read  enough  of 
it  to  be  impressed  with  what  it  contains  of  a  new  closeness  to  a 
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supremely  great  and  good  man.  This  "closeness"  grows  more 
valuable  to  me  and  somehow  more — more — sacredly  enshrined 
in  my  passionate  Americanism,  with  every  year  of  my  life. 

Grover  Cleveland 

-f^   ^   ^   ^   ^ 

Darwin's  fame  and  achievements  are  for  the  select  few  in  the 
higher  realms  of  liberal  learning.  But  for  Lincoln — the  acclaim 
goes  up  to  him  today  as  one  of  the  few  foremost  men  of  all  the 
ages,  from  statesmen  and  men  of  letters  in  every  land,  from  the 
halls  of  Congress  and  of  the  legislatures,  from  the  seats  of  justice, 
from  colleges  and  universities,  and  above  and  beyond  all,  from 
the  homes  of  the  plain  people  of  the  United  States. 

Chauncey  M.  Depew.     igog 

it    ^    ^    ^    -ir 

He  grew  wiser  and  broader  and  stronger  as  difficulties  thick- 
ened and  perils  multiplied,  till  the  end  found  him  the  wonder  in 

our  history. 

Henry  L.  Dawes.     i8g^ 

•>^   it   it   it   it 

Gifted  with  an  insight  and  a  foresight  which  the  ancients 
would  have  called  divination,  he  saw,  in  the  midst  of  darkness 
and  obscurity,  the  logic  of  events,  and  forecast  the  result.  From 
the  first,  in  his  own  quaint,  original  way,  without  ostentation  or 
offense  to  his  associates,  he  was  pilot  and  commander  of  his 
administration.  He  was  one  of  the  few  great  rulers  whose  wis- 
dom increased  with  his  power,  and  whose  spirit  grew  gentler  and 
tenderer  as  his  triumphs  were  multiplied. 

James  Abram  Garfield.      i8y8 

it    it    it    i^    it 

By  practice  in  extemporary  speaking  Lincoln  learned  to  do  a 
most  difficult  thing — namely,  to  produce  literature  on  his  legs. 

Richard  Watson  Gilder,     igoi 
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Qualities  of  heart  and  mind  combined  to  make  him  a  man  who 

has  won  the  love  of  mankind.     He  is  beloved.     He  stands  like 

a  great  lighthouse  to  show  the  way  of  duty  to  all  his  countrymen 

and  to  send  afar  a  beam  of  courage  to  those  who  beat  against  the 

winds.     We  do  him  reverence. 

Benjamin  Harrison.      iSg8 

-uz    ^    •>?    ^    ik 

Honors  did  not  change  him  and  pride  could  not  corrupt  him. 
He  was  a  stranger  to  affectation.  He  was  a  humane  man,  a  man 
of  emotion  well  controlled ;  a  man  of  sentiment  and  deep  feeling. 
No  one  who  has  lived  among  us  has  been  so  much  a  brother  to 
every  man,  however  lowly  born  or  unfortunately  circumstanced. 
He  was  a  lowly  man  who  never  asserted  himself  as  superior  to 
his  fellows.  Yet  he  could  rise  in  the  dignity  of  his  manhood  to  a 
majesty  that  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  ruler  of  any  people 
under  any  form  of  government. 

Charles  Evans  Hughes,      igog 

1^    T^V    -^    A    ^ 

Lincoln  was  not  a  type.     He  stands  alone — no  ancestors,  no 

fellows,  and  no  successors.     He  had  the  advantage  of  living  in 

a  new  country,  of  social  equality,  of  personal  freedom,  of  seeing 

in  the   horizon  of  his  future   the  perpetual  star  of  hope.     He 

preserved  his  individuality  and  his  self-respect.     He  knew  and 

mingled  with  men  of  every  kind ;  and,  after  all,  men  are  the  best 

books.   .   .   .  He  loved  and  appreciated  the  poem  of  the  year,  the 

drama  of  the  seasons, 

Robert  G.  Ingersoll.     1886 

i^    ik    i^    ^    ik 

Accustomed,  from  childhood,  to  live  surrounded  by  the 
unknown  and  to  meet  the  unexpected,  his  soul  learnt  to  be  aston- 
ished at  nothing,  and,  instead  of  losing  any  time  in  wondering, 
to  seek  at  once  the  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  What  the  forest, 
what  the  swamp,  what  the  river  taught  Lincoln  cannot  be  over- 
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estimated.  After  long  years  of  it,  and  shorter  years  at  long- 
vanished  New  Salem;  here  at  Springfield;  at  Vandalia,  the 
former  capital,  where  he  met  some  descendants  of  his  precursors, 
French  coureurs  de  bois — almost  suddenly  he  found  himself 
transferred  to  the  post  of  greatest  honor  and  greatest  danger. 
And  what  then  would  say  the  "man  almost  unknown,"  the 
backwoodsman  of  yesterday?  What  would  he  say?  What  did 
he  say?     The  right  thing! 

Jean  Adrien  Jusserand.      igog 

^    i^    i^    -k    ii 

When  all  is  said,  it  is  not  Lincoln's  patient  wisdom,  his  un- 
daunted courage,  his  large  abilities  that  should  really  sink 
deepest  into  our  hearts  and  minds  today.  Touch,  if  you  can,  as 
he  touched,  the  "mystic  chords  of  memory."  Think  of  that 
noble  character,  that  unwearied  devotion  to  his  country,  that 
gentle  heart  which  went  out  in  sympathy  to  all  his  people. 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge.     iQog 

ik    ^    ^    ^    ^ 

Lincoln's  fame  rests  upon  a  severer  test  than  that  of  any  other 

American.     Never,  in  all  the  ages  of  men,  have  the  acts,  words, 

motives — even  thoughts — of  any  statesman  been  so  scrutinized, 

analyzed,   studied,   or   speculated   upon,   as   his.      Yet   from   all 

inquirers,    without   distinction   as   to   party,   church,   section,    or 

country,  from  friend  and  foe  alike,  comes  the  unanimous  verdict 

that  Abraham  Lincoln  must  have  no  second  place  in  American 

history,  and  that  he  will  never  be  second  to  any  in  the  reverent 

affections  of  the  American  people. 

William  McKinley.     i8g6 

^   ->?   ^   ^   ^ 

He  built  the  rail  pile  as  he  built  the  State, 
Pouring  his  splendid  strength  through  every  blow, 
.  The  conscience  of  him  testing  every  stroke, 
To  make  his  deed  the  measure  of  a  man. 

Edwin  Markham.     igo6 
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Another  expense  we  didn'  used  to  have  wuz  buyin'  an  entirely 
new  life  of  Lincoln  ever'  month  or  so. 

''Abe  Martin."     {Kin  Hubbard)      1930 

-^   -ik   -i^   ^   ^ 

As  the  years  roll  by,  and  as  all  of  us,  wherever  we  dwell,  grow 

to  feel  an  equal  pride  in  the  valor  and  selfless  devotion,  alike  of 

the  men  who  wore  the  blue  and  the  men  who  wore  the  gray,  so 

this  whole  Nation  will  grow  to  feel  a  peculiar  sense  of  pride  in 

the  mightiest  of  the  mighty  men  who  mastered  the  mighty  days; 

the  lover  of  his  country  and  of  all  mankind;  the  man  whose  blood 

was  shed  for  the  union  of  his  people  and  for  the  freedom  of  a 

race — Abraham  Lincoln. 

Theodore  Roosevelt,      igog 

^    ^    ^    ^    i^ 

The  facts  and  myths  of  his  life  are  to  be  an  American  posses- 
sion, shared  widely  over  the  world,  for  thousands  of  years,  as 
the  tradition  of  Knute  or  Alfred,  Lao-tse  or  Diogenes,  Pericles 
or  Caesar,  are  kept.  This  because  he  was  not  only  a  genius  in 
the  science  of  neighborly  human  relationships  and  an  artist  in 
the  personal  handling  of  life  from  day  to  day,  but  a  strange 
friend  and  friendly  stranger  to  all  forms  of  life  that  he  met. 

Carl  Sandburg.      ig26 

ik    ^    ^    i^    i^ 

He  now  belongs  to  the  ages. 

Edwin  McMasters  Stanton.      186^ 

-it    ^    -^t    i^    -^^ 

The  cornerstone  of  National  Independence  is  already  in  its 
place,  and  on  it  is  inscribed  the  name  of  George  Washington. 
There  is  another  stone  which  must  have  its  place  at  the  corner 
also.  This  is  the  great  Declaration  itself,  once  a  promise  only, 
at  last  a  reality.  On  that  adamantine  stone  we  will  gratefully 
inscribe  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Charles  Sumner.      186^ 
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We  never  have  had  a  man  in  public  life  whose  sense  of  duty 
was  stronger,  whose  bearing  toward  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact,  whether  his  friends  or  political  opponents,  was  charac- 
terized by  a  greater  sense  of  fairness  than  Abraham  Lincoln. 
We  never  have  had  a  man  in  public  life  who  took  upon  himself 
uncomplainingly  the  woes  of  the  Nation  and  suffered  in  his  soul 
from  the  weight  of  them  as  he  did.  We  never  have  had  a  man 
in  our  history  who  had  such  a  mixture  of  far-sightedness,  under- 
standing of  people,  commonsense,  high  sense  of  duty,  power  of 
inexorable  logic,  and  confidence  in  the  goodness  of  God  in  work- 
ing out  a  righteous  result,  as  this  greatest  product  of  the  soil  of 
our  country. 

William  Howard  Tajt.     igog 

T^    -^r    -j^    -j^    1^ 

I  confess  that  the  more  I  learn  of  Lincoln's  life,  the  more  I  am 
disposed  to  look  at  him  much  as  my  mother  and  those  early  frecd- 
men  did,  not  merely  as  a  great  man,  not  merely  as  a  statesman,  but 
as  one  to  whom  I  can  certainly  turn  for  help  and  inspiration — as 
a  great  moral  leader,  in  whose  patience,  tolerance,  and  broad 
human  sympathy  there  is  salvation  for  my  race,  and  for  all  those 
who  are  down,  but  struggling  to  rise. 

Booker  T.  Washington,     igog 

i^    -it    -^    i^    ^ 

Where  did  Shakespeare  get  his  genius?  Where  did  Mozart  get 
his  music?  Whose  hand  smote  the  lyre  of  the  Scottish  plough- 
man, and  stayed  the  life  of  the  German  priest?  God,  God,  and 
God  alone ;  and  as  surely  as  these  were  raised  up  by  God,  inspired 
by  God,  was  Abraham  Lincoln;  and  a  thousand  years  hence,  no 
drama,  no  tragedy,  no  epic  poem  will  be  filled  with  greater 
wonder,  or  be  followed  by  mankind  with  deeper  feeling  than 
that  which  tells  the  story  of  his  life  and  death. 

Henry  Watterson.     i8g^ 
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Dear  to  the  Muse — thrice  dear  to  NationaUty — to  the  whole 
human  race — precious  to  the  Union — precious  to  Democracy — 
unspeakably  and  forever  precious — their  first  great  Martyr  Chief, 

Walt  Whitman.     iSyg 

-yi    i^    ik    ^    i^ 

Can  we  have  other  Lincolns?     We  cannot  do  without  them. 

This  country  is  going  to  have  crisis  after  crisis.     God  send  they 

may  not  be  bloody  crises,  but  they  will  be  intense  and  acute. 

No  body  politic  so  abounding  in  life  ^nd  so  puzzled  by  problems 

as  ours  is  can  avoid  moving  from  crisis  to  crisis.     We  must  have 

the  leadership  of  sane,  genial  men  of  universal  use  like  Lincoln 

to  save  us  from  mistakes  and  give  us  the  necessary  leadership  in 

such  days  of  struggle  and  difficulty. 

Woodrow  Wilson,     igog 
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Mr.  Lincoln's  autobiography,  written  December  20,  1859,  at  the  instance  of  Jesse  W.  Fell, 
of  Normal,  111.,  his  warm  supporter,  who  wished  him  to  be  better  known  in  the  East.  Mr. 
Fell  sent  the  three-page  statement  to  Joseph  J.  Lewis,  who  made  it  the  basis  of  a  sketch,  pub- 
lished in  the  Chester  County  Times  on  the  day  before  Mr.  Lincoln's  51st  birthda\ .  This 
reproduction  is  made  from  the  original  manuscript. 
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Mr.  Lincoln's  first  inauguration,  showing  the  unfinished  dome  of  the  Capitol. 
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